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Year 7 - Follows the journey of the series' protagonist Harry Potter as he attempts to bring an end to his archenemy, Lord Voldemort.
About the Author

	Joanne Rowling was born in Chipping Sodbury near Bristol, England. After she graduated from Exeter University, she found work as a secretary, and later spent time teaching English in Portugal before moving to Edinburgh, Scotland, with her daughter. She currently resides in Scotland with her husband and three children.

Rowling first thought of Harry while riding a train back in 1990. "Harry just strolled into my head fully formed." She worked on the book for several years, finding quiet moments while her daughter napped. Several publishers turned down the finished manuscript before one took interest. 

In 1998, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone was published in the United States, kicking off Harry-mania. Suddenly, kids were reading again, and their parents wanted to read the same books! The second and third books were published in the spring and fall of 1999. 

On July 8, 2000, the release of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire became a major celebration, with bookstore events occurring at midnight nationwide. The book sold an unprecedented three million copies in the first 48 hours of release, winning the title of "fastest-selling book in history" — a title later claimed by Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix when it was released on June 21, 2003. 

 Adapted from  Meet J.K. Rowling www.scholastic.com

	


Activities

Using the recipes found at http://www.mugglenet.com/misc/rosmertas/index.shtml host a Harry Potter party, complete with Butterbeer and Pumpkin Juice.
Make a yearbook or scrapbook for each year of Harry’s time at Hogwarts.
Related websites

http://www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/
Website sponsored by US publisher of Harry Potter series.  Includes pronunciation guides, fun facts, and discussion questions.

http://www.bookhive.org/activities/hpquiz  A quiz that can be answered electronically or used with paper and pencil.

http://www.ula.org/organization/rt/csrt/csrt-hpbo.htm  A list of crafts using the Harry Potter theme.

http://www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/books/harrypotter.asp “The CCBC's [Cooperative Children’s Book Center] Harry Potter pages were created to provide librarians and teachers with quick access to professional resources on the Harry Potter books, along with articles that provide insight on varied responses to the works.
http://www.jkrowling.com/ J.K Rowling’s official site.
http://www.happychild.org.uk/harrypottermagic/index3.htm  The Magical World of Harry Potter.  This site is under construction but provides some information on the stories, places and characters in the Harry Potter series.
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20000721friday.html  Lesson Wizardry, a lesson plan inspired by the Harry Potter series.
http://www.mugglenet.com/ The ultimate Harry Potter fan site.
