Hatchet – Gary Paulsen

When the pilot of a two-person plane has a heart attack and dies, Brian has to crash-land in the Canadian wilderness, and learn how to survive on his own with only a hatchet.
About the author:

  Gary Paulsen was born in 1939 in Minneapolis.  He has written more than 130 books, and has even participated in the Iditarod!  He has received numerous awards, of which the most noteworthy are 3 Newbery Honor medals and the Margaret A. Edwards Award, which honors an author’s lifetime contribution to books written for teens.

  Many of his books have to do with survival, the value of life, and many of his life experiences.  He says Hatchet is one of his favorite books, and he even ate raw turtle eggs before he wrote about Brian eating them!

  Gary credits a librarian for getting him to read and opening up his world and the world of literacy.

Activities:

Make a paper airplane or a wooden glider.

Make animal tracks out of clay or on paper and have others guess what they are.

Make something that has raspberries in it since Brian finds a raspberry patch.

Make a list of 5 things you would have to have if you were stranded alone.

Pretend you are a talk show host.  What questions would you ask Brian after he was rescued?

Write a survival guide.

Websites:

http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/dcronin/hatchet/index.htm
http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/lewis/rescue/
