3 Apples Activity Guide

Where the Red Fern Grows
by Wilson Rawls
Doubleday, 1961
The story of a young boy's love for two hunting dogs and his coming of age in Oklahoma in the 1930's.

About the Author

Wilson Rawls grew up in the Ozark Mountains of Oklahoma. He was born in 1913 and lived on small farms in the area throughout his childhood. He and his sisters did not attend school often, but he learned to read by listening to stories that his mother read aloud and then looking at the pages. He loved The Call of the Wild by Jack London, and shared the story with his dog, a bluetick hound. He began writing at age 10, describing the wilderness he explored around his home. He continued writing throughout his life, but in 1958 he destroyed the first manuscript of what was to become Where the Red Fern Grows because he wasn’t happy with his work. He later rewrote it and got it published in 1961. 

Sources:

Study Guide for Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. Glencoe McGraw-Hill

Scholastic Literature Guide: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. Scholastic

Activities

Hold a Read-to-a-Dog event: Reading aloud improves reading skills and animals are non-judgmental about a person’s reading ability. Find a local source for certified therapy dogs or partner with your local SPCA to bring together dogs and readers for a fun event.

For more information on reading to dogs:

LibraryDogs http://www.librarydogs.com/
For more information on therapy dogs:

Therapy Dogs International http://www.tdi-dog.org/
Delta Society http://www.deltasociety.org/ 

Have a book discussion: Use the questions provided by Scholastic at http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=1343 

Make a metal lantern: http://www.mce.k12tn.net/dogs/fern/lantern.htm
Make a friendship collage: Cut out words and pictures from old magazines that describe the meaning of friendship. 

More, More, More

Study Guide for Where the Red Fern Grows
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/pdf/where_the_red_fern_grows.pdf
ThinkQuest website about Where the Red Fern Grows
http://www.mce.k12tn.net/dogs/fern/where_the_red_fern_grows.htm
More on Wilson Rawls:

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/rawls.html
http://www.childrensliteraturenetwork.org/birthbios/brthpage/09sep/9-24rawls.html
http://www.eduplace.com/kids/tnc/mtai/rawls.html
Readalikes:

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Old Yeller by Fred Gipson

Sounder by William Armstrong

Strider by Beverly Cleary

The Good Dog by Avi

Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

Silver by Gloria Whelan

