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Opal’s father sends her to the grocery store for some food, and she comes home with a dog.  Winn-Dixie is a good listener for the lonely Opal, and his knack for making friends all over town helps to ease her loneliness.
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Kate DiCamillo grew up in South Florida. She attended the University of Florida in Gainesville. After getting a degree she moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota where she worked for a book distributor called The Bookman in Minneapolis.
While working for The Bookman, DiCamillo wrote short stories. DiCamillo received a grant from the McKnight Foundation to help support herself while writing her first novel. Because of Winn-Dixie was completed in March 2000 and was chosen as a Newbery Honor Book in 2001.  In 2004, her book The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread won the prestigious Newbery Medal.  Her most recent book is titled, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.
Activities:

As a group research project, find out about the Humane Society or SPCA and the process of adopting a pet.  Then arrange a trip to your local animal shelter, or invite a veterinarian or shelter worker to visit your library.

Help your students learn about how hard candies such as Littmus Lozenges are made. Describe sugar crystals and explain how they form into rock candy.

Throw a party and include egg sandwiches, pickles and lemonade.  Make dog-themed invitations and decorations.

Websites:

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/dogs/dixie/because_of_winn_dixie.htm - this website is a treasure trove of information and activities to go with this novel, including a link to a webquest

http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-dicamillo-kate.asp - includes a 2006 interview with Kate DiCamillo

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/flashlightreaders/tguide/winndixie/index.htm - lesson plans from Scholastic 

www.walden.com/walden/read/winndixie/index.php - many educational offerings from Walden Media that tie in the book and the movie

