The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

C.S. Lewis

Harper Collins 

Four children pass through a wardrobe and enter the magical land of Narnia, which has been enchanted by the White Witch so that it is “always winter and never Christmas”. There they discover Aslan the Lion and engage in a great battle to save Narnia.  

About the Author
C.S. Lewis, or Clive Stapes Lewis (b. November 29, 1898), was an unlikely candidate to become the author of one of the most popular children’s books written in the twentieth century. He is also considered a literary critic. He wrote poetry, religious and science fiction also. As a child he attended boarding school and didn’t enjoy learning. He eventually had a tutor who taught him the joy of studying and writing. 

He attended Oxford University in England and because of World War I he was sent to France to fight. C. S. Lewis was wounded and returned to college. He went on to teach English and Philosophy. 

C.S. Lewis became friends with J.R.R. Tolkien and other writers. They named their group Inklings and they would read their writings to the group which either criticized or praised the work.

In the 1950’s Lewis started writing the Chronicles of Narnia, the stories of a fairy-tale land and the children who visited it. Lewis thought it was a way to spread his religious message. When it came out, some teachers and mothers thought the books scared children but Lewis knew that children really enjoyed it. 

C.S. Lewis died on November 23, 1963 on the same day as Aldous Huxley and John F. Kennedy, Jr. His Chronicles of Narnia are now considered a classic children’s book. 

Which order should I read The Chronicles of Narnia is a common question. They were published in this order; The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 1950; Prince Caspian, 1951; The Voyage of the “Dawn Treader”, 1952; The Silver Chair, 1953; The Horse and His Boy, 1954; The Magicians Nephew, 1955; and The Last Battle , 1956.  Current books were numbered in a different order, based on the chronological sequence of the books; The Magician’s Nephew, The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, The Horse and His Boy, Prince Caspian, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, The Silver Chair and The Last Battle.      

From Major Authors and Illustrators for Children and Young Adults 2nd edition. Accessed through Biography Resource Center by Thomson Gale.   

Activities    
Make a banner or flag of Narnia.

Make Turkish Delight or other food from the book 

Create a lion using paper plates or other materials

Draw a map of Narnia

Create Peter’s Sword and Shield 

Trivia and discussion questions

More, more, more…
Websites
C.S. Lewis Foundation – has an educational ideas and information

http://www.cslewis.org
The Land of Narnia

http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Vault/9451/narnia.htm
Sparknotes:

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/lion/
Book Discussion and Craft Ideas:

http://readingtokids.org/Books/BookView.php?bookID=00000436
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading/fantasy-fiction/2430.html
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/narnia.htm
http://www.thebestkidsbooksite.com/thispartictopic.cfm?BookTopic=1826
