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Year 4 - Harry is mysteriously chosen by the Goblet of Fire to compete in the deadly Triwizard Tournament.  Will he survive?
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Rowling first thought of Harry while riding a train back in 1990. "Harry just strolled into my head fully formed." She worked on the book for several years, finding quiet moments while her daughter napped. Several publishers turned down the finished manuscript before one took interest. 

In 1998, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone was published in the United States, kicking off Harry-mania. Suddenly, kids were reading again, and their parents wanted to read the same books! The second and third books were published in the spring and fall of 1999. 

On July 8, 2000, the release of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire became a major celebration, with bookstore events occurring at midnight nationwide. The book sold an unprecedented three million copies in the first 48 hours of release, winning the title of "fastest-selling book in history" — a title later claimed by Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix when it was released on June 21, 2003. 
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Activities

Why are these good names for the spells that are mentioned in the Goblet of Fire?

Obliviate: Memory-modifying spell.  Ennervate: Awakening spell. Prior Incantato: Conjures up previous spells. Deletrius: Causes an image to vanish. Reparo: Repairs things. Imperius Curse: Gives total control. Cruciatus Curse: Causes intense pain. Impediment curse: Slows something 

Can your patrons think of names for spells they would like to use?

Make a golden snitch for your own game of Quidditch, using these directions:

The Golden Snitch
Here are a few ideas for making a Golden Snitch:
Take a small styrofoam ball (about the size of a ping pong ball) and spraypaint it gold. Next take silvery feathers (1 & 1/2 to 2 inches long) or a silvery thin foam board and cut it in the shape of feathers. If these pieces are already colored, then all the kids have to do is attach the wings to the snitch: poke the feathers into the ball, one on each side, or the sturdy foam board cut-out, if cut correctly to allow this. Another version of the wings is to cut them so they are attached (like most angel and butterfly costumes are) and then attach them to the ball using floral wire. The floral wire can also be used to attach a loop to the "top" of the snitch, and then the golden snitch can be hung using fishing wire!

Design a new broom.  How would your patrons market it?

For a special treat, mix multi-colored drinks in plastic goblets.  Add Bertie Botts’ Beans (jelly beans) and gummy worms to set the scene.

Related websites

http://www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/
Website sponsored by US publisher of Harry Potter series.  Includes pronunciation guides, fun facts, and discussion questions.

http://www.harrypotterfans.com/harry-potter-games/ A variety of games, most designed to be played online, although some can be adapted to pencil and paper.

http://pirates.k12.ar.us/cre/labert/harrypotter.htm   Activities and discussion questions that can be used with a group.  Most emphasis is on earlier years at Hogwarts.

http://www.bookhive.org/activities/hpquiz  A quiz that can be answered electronically or used with paper and pencil.

http://www.ula.org/organization/rt/csrt/csrt-hpbo.htm  A list of crafts using the Harry Potter theme. 

