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Year 5 – Sirius Black, a dangerous criminal, has escaped from prison and is headed for Hogwarts…and Harry!

About the Author

	Joanne Rowling was born in Chipping Sodbury near Bristol, England. After she graduated from Exeter University, she found work as a secretary, and later spent time teaching English in Portugal before moving to Edinburgh, Scotland, with her daughter. She currently resides in Scotland with her husband and three children.

Rowling first thought of Harry while riding a train back in 1990. "Harry just strolled into my head fully formed." She worked on the book for several years, finding quiet moments while her daughter napped. Several publishers turned down the finished manuscript before one took interest. 

In 1998, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone was published in the United States, kicking off Harry-mania. Suddenly, kids were reading again, and their parents wanted to read the same books! The second and third books were published in the spring and fall of 1999. 

On July 8, 2000, the release of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire became a major celebration, with bookstore events occurring at midnight nationwide. The book sold an unprecedented three million copies in the first 48 hours of release, winning the title of "fastest-selling book in history" — a title later claimed by Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix when it was released on June 21, 2003. 
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Activities

Make “Invisibility Suits” from blankets or beach towels.  Children will be able to observe, but not interact, while “invisible.”

From http://www.nancypolette.com/LitGuidesText/harrypotterprisoner.htm Use the proverbs Nancy Polette chose below to describe characters from the book.

	Which proverb relates to which character and why?
Birds of a feather flock together. 
Curiosity killed the cat. 
Still waters run deep. 
Two wrongs don't make a right. 

When the cat's away the mice will play. 
Let sleeping dogs lie. 
If the shoe fits, wear it. 
Actions speak louder than words.




Make the paper “fortune tellers” usually folded from paper.  Use parchment paper and pictures or stickers of Harry Potter characters.  Use this for Divination Class.

Related websites

http://www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/
Website sponsored by US publisher of Harry Potter series.  Includes pronunciation guides, fun facts, and discussion questions.

http://harrypotterfans.com/links/On_this_site/Games/  A variety of games, most designed to be played online, although some can be adapted to pencil and paper.

http://pirates.k12.ar.us/cre/labert/harrypotter.htm   Activities and discussion questions that can be used with a group.  Most emphasis is on earlier years at Hogwarts.

http://www.bookhive.org/activities/hpquiz  A quiz that can be answered electronically or used with paper and pencil.

http://www.ula.org/organization/rt/csrt/csrt-hpbo.htm  A list of crafts using the Harry Potter theme.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A58485-2000Jul6?language=printer A variety of news stories, websites, and activities.

http://www.waterborolibrary.org/potterlike.htm If you like the Harry Potter books, you should like these. 

