Holes

Louis Sachar

Living under a family curse brought about by his “No-Good-Dirty-Rotten-Pig-Stealing-Great-Great-Grandfather,” Stanley Yelnats is wrongly convicted of a crime and sent to Camp Green Lake where his punishment is to dig holes.  What will he dig up?

About the Author:

Louis Sachar lived in East Meadow, New York until he was nine years old, when his family moved to Tustin California.  There were orange groves all around the area, and the kids often had orange fights, pulling oranges right off the trees to use as ammunition, although the gushy, rotten ones on the ground were Louis’ first choice.

He attended the University of California at Berkeley, and majored in Economics.  One day he saw a young girl handing out flyers that read:  “Help. We need teachers aides at our school.  Earn three units of credit.”  Louis thought it was a pretty easy way to earn college credit, so he took the job.  He helped out in a second/third grade class at Hillside Elementary School, and was the Noontime Supervisor, or “Louis the Yard Teacher.”  It became his favorite college class, and the eventual inspiration for his stories about Wayside School.

He eventually went to law school and did part-time legal work as he wrote children’s books.  When he became well established as a children’s author he stopped practicing law and devoted himself fully to writing.

In his spare time he likes to play bridge, and can often be found at a bridge tournament somewhere around the country.

Activities:
Imagine that you are “vacationing” at Camp Green Lake, and write a letter home to your parents.

Stanley lived under a curse that affected his future.  Make a folded paper “fortune teller” to help discover your fortune.  Directions for fortune teller or “cootie catcher” at http://joanholub.com/cootiedirections.html
Stanley’s name is a palindrome (spelled the same forward and backward).   Find or make up other palindromes.

Have a smelly sneakers contest.

Have a treasure hunt or archeological dig in a box of sand.

Related Websites:

Author’s home page


http://www.louissachar.com
Teacher Resource Page


http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/sachar.htm
Word Games:


http://school.discovery.com/brainboosters/wordplay/palindromes.html

http://www.kidsreads.com/funstuff/trivia/holes-triv1.asp

http://www.kidsreads.com/wordscrambles/word-holes.asp
Various WebQuests:


http://eduscapes.com/newbery/99a.htm
Thinkquest Jr. 2001 Best in Contest Winner  - The Hole Truth


http://library.thinkquest.org/J0113061/
Origami Fortune Teller:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/origami/fortuneteller/
