Charlotte’s Web
E.B. White

HarperCollins, 1952

Charlotte, a beautiful large gray spider, finds a very special way to save the life of her friend, Wilbur the pig.

About the Author

E. B. White was born in 1899 in Mount Vernon, New York. He served in the army before going to Cornell University. There he wrote for the college newspaper, the Cornell Daily Sun. His full name was Elwyn Brooks White, but people at the newspaper began calling him "Andy," and the name stuck. After he graduated, he worked as a reporter. In 1927 he became a writer for The New Yorker magazine, where he became well known. He wrote a column for Harper's magazine from 1938 to 1943.

White's career had already brought him much fame, but he was about to try something new. His nieces and nephews always asked him to tell them stories, so he began writing his own tales to read to them. In 1945 he started publishing these stories as books. All three are now considered classics of children's literature. 

In 1957 White moved to North Brooklin, Maine, with his wife, Katharine. There he continued to write. White died in 1985. 

When E. B. White was young, every child in his school had to give a speech or recite a poem. White worried about this assignment all year long. He was so embarrassed to speak in public that whenever he was asked to speak, he would write a speech and have someone else read it aloud. 

From: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/tnc/mtai/white.html
Activities

Have a special pig or spider story time – and have a local farmer will be bring in a real, live piglet or a wildlife expert some real spiders for some added fun! Include spider or pig crafts, games and snacks.

Make Sweetgum Spiders: This is an adult-assistance project, but it turns out really neat!! Take a sweet gum ball and 8 pieces of black pipe cleaner. Use hot glue gun to make the pieces stick for the legs. Glue on 2 googley eyes. They last for years (I've had one since I was a kid.) The legs are bendable. Attach a thin thread (also use the hot glue) and they can be suspended.


Charlotte’s Web Program Prizes: mini pigs and glow in the dark spiders

Have a Young Poets' Workshop - After all, it's not often that someone
comes along who is a true friend and good writer.

Have a Charlotte's Web book discussion for 3rd-5th graders titled “Some Book!”

Websites

Teacher Activities

http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/langarts/charlotte061799.html
Bookclub Activities

http://school.familyeducation.com/literature/childrens-book/34670.html
Spiderroom!

http://www.spiderroom.info/
ABC Theme Unit

http://www.abcteach.com/directory/theme_units/literature/charlottes_web/
Book and Movie Educator’s Materials from Walden Media

http://www.walden.com/web/teach/charlotte
Book Discussion Activities and Related Books

http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/charlottesweb.html
Book Discussion and Activity Guide

http://books.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/teachingwithbooks/producthome.jsp?productID=11471&collateralID=5379&displayName=Discussion+Guide&displayName=Discussion%20Guide
E.B. White

http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/HarperChildrens/Kids/AuthorsAndIllustrators/ContributorDetail.aspx?CId=10499
More, More, More

Games With Books: Twenty-eight of the Best Children's books and How to Use Them to Help Your Child Learn-From Preschool to Third Grade by Peggy Kay has games and activities for families, librarians and teachers to use with Charlotte’s Web. (http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000AKXCVO/qid=1146241831/sr=2-1/ref=pd_bbs_b_2_1/103-0889437-9426207?s=books&v=glance&n=283155)

