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Sophie is snatched from her bedroom by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant) whose work is to blow happy dreams to children.  Together they devise a plan to save the world from nine other giants who steal and eat children.

About the Author

Wing Commander Roald Dahl, RAF (ret) (13 September 1916 – 23 November 1990) was a British novelist and short story author of Norwegian descent, famous as a writer for both children and adults.

When he was nine, Roald Dahl was sent to St Peter's Preparatory school, a private school in the seaside town of Weston-super-Mare, which he attended from 1923 to 1929. From 13 he was educated at Repton School in Derbyshire, where he was a personal servant for a prefect, became captain of the school Fives and Squash (sport) team (also playing for the soccer team) and developed an interest in photography. During his years at Repton, Cadbury, a chocolate company, would occasionally send boxes of new chocolates to the school to be tested by the pupils. Dahl himself apparently used to dream of inventing a new chocolate bar that would win the praise of Mr. Cadbury himself, and this proved the inspiration for him to write his third book for children, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

Throughout his childhood and adolescent years he spent his summer holidays in his parents' native Norway. His childhood is the subject of his autobiographical work, Boy: Tales of Childhood.

In August 1939, as World War II was imminent, plans were made to round up the hundreds of Germans in Dar-es-Salaam. The fifteen or so British citizens in Dar-es-Salaam, including Dahl, were made officers each commanding a platoon of askaris of the King's African Rifles. Dahl was uneasy about this and having to round up hundreds of German civilians, but managed to complete his orders.

Dahl saw his first action over Chalcis, where Junkers Ju-88s were bombing shipping. With just his lone Hurricane against the six bombers, he managed to shoot one down. He writes about all these incidents in his autobiography Going Solo. During the Greek Campaign, he scored five confirmed kills in total.

He later saw service in Syria and then worked for military intelligence. He ended the war as a Wing Commander.

He began writing when in 1942 he was transferred to Washington as Assistant Air Attache. His first published work, in the August 1, 1942 issue of the Saturday Evening Post was Shot Down Over Libya, describing the crash of his Gloster Gladiator. His original title for the work was A Piece of Cake — the title was changed to sound more dramatic, despite the fact the crash had nothing to do with enemy action.

He was married for 30 years (from 1953 to 1983) to American actress Patricia Neal.

Roald Dahl died of leukemia on 23 November 1990, at his home, Gipsy House, in Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, at the age of 74, and is buried in the cemetery at the parish church of St Peter and St Paul there. In his honour, the Roald Dahl Children's Gallery was opened at Bucks County Museum in nearby Aylesbury.

Among his most popular books are Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, The Witches, The BFG, and Kiss Kiss.
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Activities

Use the idea of Giants to talk about size. Make a huge BFG out of paper. Make a cut-out of a little girl and see how many children would  fit inside the BFG. Talk about taller, smallest, etc. 


Make a Frobscottle:  4 lemons, 174g raw brown sugar, 900 ml boiling water. (Convert these metric measurements into ounces and cups.)

Write an acrostic poem for the BFG.

Write a recipe for dreams using descriptive adjectives and then create a class cookbook for the dreams.

Research the Queen of England and make a mobile of various places and things associated with her. (crown, palace, guards, etc.) 

Draw a map of the journey that the BFG and Sophie travel to visit the queen and then journal the experience.

Verbally share happy, sad and scary dreams.  Discuss the dreams that the children would like the BFG to send to them.

Locate the “made-up” words that the BFG uses and make a chart that shows the words that the BFG really wanted to use.

Websites

The Official Roald Dahl Website 
http://www.roalddahl.com
Roald Dahl Fans – resources
http://roalddahlfans.com
The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre in Great Missenden
http://www.roalddahlmuseum.org
Lesson Plans from Web English Teacher
http://webenglishteacher.com/dahl.html
Reader’s Theatre script of The BFG
http://bms.westport.k12.ct.us/mccormick/rt/rtscripts/rtsbfg.htm
more, more, more….
